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CHAPTER 34C
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Date.
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SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

13:34C-1.1 Purpose and scope

(a) The rules in this chapter implement the provisions of
P.L. 1997, ¢.331, N.J.S.A. 45:2D-1 et seq., The Alcohol and
Drug Counselor Licensing and Certification Act.

(b) This chapter shall apply to all persons presently prac-
ticing, those seeking to practice and those seeking licensure
or certification to engage in alcohol and drug counseling
services in the State of New Jersey.

13:34C-1.2 Definitions

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter,
shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise:

“Accredited institution of higher education” means an
educational institution that has been awarded accreditation
by at least one of the following: the Middle States Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools, New England Association of
Schools and Colleges, North Central Association of Schools
and Colleges, Northwest Association of Schools and Col-
leges, Southern Association of Schools and Colleges, West-
ern Association of Schools and Colleges or the World
Education Service for a degree earned through an institu-
tion that is not in the United States.

“Act” means the Alcohol and Drug Counselor Licensing
and Certification Act, P.L. 1997, ¢.331 (N.J S A. 45:2D-1 et

seq.)

“Addiction Professionals Certification Board of New Jer-
sey, Inc., (APCBNIJ)” previously known as the Alcohol and
Drug Counselor Certification Board of New Jersey, means
the member of the International Certification Reciprocity
Consortium (ICRC) of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse, Inc.
which certified alcohol and drug counselors in the State of
New Jersey up to the effective date of these regulations.
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“Address of record” means an address designated by a
licensee or certificate holder which is part of the licensee’s
or certificate holder’s record and which will be disclosed to
the public. “*Address of record” may be a licensee’s or
certificate holder’s home, business or mailing address, but
shall not be a post office box. ‘

“Assessment” means those procedures which identify and
evaluate a client’s strengths, weaknesses, problems and
needs for the development of a treatment plan to address
the extent to which alcohol or drug use has interfered with
the client’s ability to function in the major life areas includ-
ing, but not limited to, physical health, vocational develop-
ment, social adaptations, legal involvement and psychologi-
cal functioning.

“Board” means the State Board of Marriage and Family
Therapy Examiners established pursuant to N.J.SA.
45:8B~1 et seq.

“Case management” means activities which bring services,
agencies, resources, or people together within a planned
framework of action toward the achievement of established
goals. ‘

“Certificate holder” means an individual who is certified
by the State Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Exam-
iners as a Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor.

“Certified alcohol and drug counselor (CADC)” means a
person who holds a current, valid certificate issued by the
State Board of Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners, as
recommended by the Alcohol and Drug Committee, pursu-
ant to N.J.S.A. 45:2D-5 and N.J.A.C. 13:34C-2.3. Under the
grandfathering provision set forth at N.J.S.A. 45:2D-16,
“certified alcohol and drug counselor” also means a person
who held a certificate granted by the Addiction Profession-
als Certification Board of New Jersey, Inc. prior to the
effective date of these regulations.

“Client education” means the provision of information to
individuals and groups concerning alcohol and other drug
abuse and the available treatment and prevention services.

“Committee” means the Alcohol and Drug Counselor
Committee of the State Board of Marriage and Family
Therapy Examiners established as a Committee pursuant to
N.JS.A. 45:2D-12.

“Consultation” means conferring with in-house staff or
outside professionals to assure comprehensive, quality care
for a client.

“Counseling” means the utilization of special skills to
assist individuals, families, significant others or groups in
achieving an objective through exploration of a problem and
its ramifications; examination of attitudes and feelings; con-
sideration of alternative solutions; and decision making.
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“Counseling related areas” include educational psycholo-
gy, guidance and counseling, human development, marriage
and family therapy, psychiatric nursing, pastoral counseling,
psychology, social work or educational specialist or post
master’s degree.

“Crisis intervention” means the provision of services
which respond to an alcohol and/or other drug abuser’s
needs during acute emotional and/or physical distress.

“Department” means the Department of Law and Public
Safety.

“Director” means the Director of the Division of Con-
suimer Affairs in the Department of Law and Public Safety.

“Effective date” for purposes of N.J.S.A. 45:2D-16 means
March 15, 2004.

“Enactment date” means January 9, 1998.

“Health care provider” includes, but is not limited to, a
licensed physician, a licensed nurse, a licensed psychologist,
a licensed clinical social worker, a licensed marriage and
family therapist pr a licensed professional counselor.

“Intake” means the administrative and initial assessment
procedures for entry into treatment.

“Licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor (LCADC)”
means a person who holds a current, valid license issued
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 45:2D-4 and 45:2D-16 and NJA.C.
13:34C-2.2 and 2.1(c).

“Licensee” means an individual who 1is licensed by the
New Jersey State Board of Marriage and Family Therapy
Examiners, as recommended by the Alcohol and Drug
Committee, as a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counsel-
or.

“QOrientation” means describing to a client the general
nature and goals of the drug and alcohol treatment services
offered.

“Recordkeeping” means charting the results of an assess-
ment and treatment plan, writing reports, progress notes,
discharge summaries and other client-related data.

“Referral” means identifying the needs of a client that
cannot be met by the drug and alcohol counselor or agency
and/or assisting the client to utilize the support systems and
community resources available.

“Screening” means the process by which a client is deter-
mined to be both appropriate and eligible for drug and

" alcohol treatment services.
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“Self-help group” means a voluntary group of persons
who offer peer support to each other in recovering from an
alcohol and drug addiction, including, but not limited to,
groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous (AA), Narcotics
Anonymous (NA), Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA),
Alanon and Naranon.

“Significant other” means an individual who is not related
by blood or marriage who can influence the client in a way
that can impact the therapeutic intervention, success of
recovery or treatment of the client. Examples include, but
are not limited to, employers, teachers, friends, co-workers,
or probation/parole officers.

“Sponsor” means a mentor in a 12-step, self-help group,
who is in a non-clinical, unpaid relationship with other
12-step members.

“Treatment planning” means the process by which a
counselor and a client identify and rank problems which
require resolution; establish agreed upon immediate and
long-term goals, including time frames; and decide upon a
treatment process and the resources to be utilized.

13:34C-1.3 Office of the Alcohol and Drug Counselor
Committee

The office of the Committee shall be maintained at 124
Halsey Street, Newark, New Jersey. The mailing address of
the Alcohol and Drug Counselor Committee is PO Box
45040, Newark, New Jersey 07101.

13:34C-1.4 Notification of address; service of process

(a) A licensee or certificate holder shall file and maintain
with the Committee an address of record, as defined in
N.J.A.C. 13:34C-1.2. A licensee or certificate holder shall
notify the Committee in writing of any change from the
address registered with the Committee and shown on the
most recently issued renewal certificate. Such notice shall be
sent to the Committee by certified mail, return receipt
requested, no later than 30 days following the change of
address. Failure to notify the Committee of any change of
address may result in disciplinary action in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 45:1-21(h).

(b) Service, by mail or any other delivery, of an adminis-
trative complaint or other process initiated by the Board,
Committee, the Attorney General, or the Division of Con-
sumer Affairs at the address of the licensee or certificate
holder which is on file with the Committee shall be deemed
adequate notice for the purposes of N.JA.C. 1:1-7.1 and
the commencement of any disciplinary proceeding.

13:34C-~1.5 License or certification renewal; active/inactive

(a) Licenses and certifications shall be renewed biennially
upon a form provided by the Committee. Each applicant
shall attest that the continuing education requirements have
been completed during the prior 24 month renewal period.
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(b) The Committee shall send a notice of renewal to each
of its licensees or certificate holders, as applicable, at least
60 days prior to the expiration of the license or certificate. If
the notice to renew is not sent at least 60 days prior to the
expiration date, no monetary penalties or fines shall apply to
the holder for failure to renew.

(c) Every holder of a license or certificate, issued or
renewed by the Board, who seeks renewal shall submit a
renewal application and pay a renewal fee prior to the date
of expiration of the license or certificate. If the holder does
not renew the license or certificate prior to its expiration
date, the holder may renew it within 30 days of its expiration
date by submitting a renewal application and paying a
renewal fee and a late fee. Any license or certification not
renewed within 30 days of its expiration date shall be
suspended without a hearing.

(d) Any individual who continues to practice with an
expired license or certification after 30 days following its
expiration date shall be deemed to be engaged in the
unlicensed practice of alcohol and drug counseling, even if
no notice of suspension has been provided to the individual.

(e) Renewal applications for all licenses or certificates
shall provide the applicant with the option of either active
or inactive renewal. A renewal applicant electing to renew
as inactive shall not engage in alcohol and drug counseling
within the State.

(f) An applicant who selects the inactive renewal option
shall remain on inactive status for the entire renewal period
unless, upon application to the Board, the Board permits
the inactive applicant to return to active status provided
such applicant presents satisfactory proof that the applicant
has maintained proficiency by completing the continuing
education hours required for the renewal of an active
license or certification. Applicants shall complete the num-
ber of continuing education hours required for each renewal
period he or she was in inactive status.

13:34C~1.6 Reinstatement

Pursuant to the Uniform Enforcement Act, N.J.S.A.
45:1-1 et seq., the Board may reinstate the license or
certification of an applicant whose license or certificate has
been suspended for failure to renew provided that the
applicant otherwise qualifies for licensure or certification.

13:34C~-1.7 Licensee to display notice or give notice;
licensee to display license

(a) All licensees, conducting independent practice, shall
ensure that the following notice is either prominently dis-
played in a waiting room or other area where it will be
visible to the licensee’s clients, or provided to the licensee’s
clients in writing:

“Alcohol and drug counselors are licensed by the Board
of Marriage and Family Therapy Examiners, Alcohol and
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